Sermon preached 30 May 2010 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Trinity Sunday/Peace with Justice Sunday/Memorial Day Sunday

"Choices"


Today we linger one more Sunday in the Gospel of John,  before resuming our steady march through the Gospel of Luke for this year of the 3-year lectionary cycle.


John has one more thing to tell us about Easter;   really, three things in one:


Stick with Jesus, and you will get spiritual power.   Every bit of it will come from God.


Turn it around and around and you get the same thing.   John's Jesus, in the high-flown language of that last written Gospel, said, "I and the Father are one."   "I will ask  the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever."    "This is the Spirit of truth."   "The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you."


Round and round and round it goes.


People have fought wars over the doctrine of the Trinity.   It's no more pure and anything else about the church.   Like you and me, it sprang out of the soil of relationship --- relationships between people, and relationship with God.


All my life I've been drawn to other religions.


I've also found atheism attractive.


Again and again, I've had to choose to go to church, choose to pray, and choose to follow Jesus.


Gradually I've come to see something from the "Far Side" was also choosing me.


That's the best I can do with Trinity Sunday.


I'm not about to tell the Muslim, or the Jew, that seeing God as one is inferior;  or to tell the Hindu that having many gods is immature;   or to tell the atheist he or she can't love, or last, as well as, or better than, I.


God is one , and works through all  ways to conserve and to create;.   and, as Jesus says in the popular contemporary book, "THE SHACK, "Who said anything about being Christian?   I'm not a Christian."   


So far, God has always helped me believe;   and, as best I can determine, I am always free not to believe.


When I do believe, I will be like Jesus:   I will suffer.   I will decide for myself.   I will love my neighbor.   I will be modest, vulnerable like a little child.   I will not lord it over you or anybody.   I will serve you.   The closer I get to you, the more I will give up to make you happy --- and, strange as it seems, that will feel like success, and I will sense freedom in a way I never do by myself.


This will not make me a doormat, though.   I will have higher and higher respect for myself, just like Jesus.   That's the way it works.   The closer I get to the truth, and the more I understand life;   the more natural and relaxed I become, the more creative I will be.   In fact, it will be amazing how much I can put up with if I'm positive in my outlook, and the more useful I will be to others, and the more fun they will be for me.


There will be folks I just have to walk away from.    We all have "hooks" we try to catch people with, so we can spin around an around and go nowhere but down.   That's the other side of freedom:   It can go awry, drag on and on, a drug, making you stupid for awhile.


But there will be someone who doesn't operate that way.   I will come to my senses.   I will get a second chance, or a 77th chance.   That's the way life's constructed.   There's a way out --- or, better said, a way through.


It's all choices:   My choices, God's choices, other people's choices.


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:    one way of talking about God and us.    Really rather lovely, which we illustrate by using white, and gold, today.


Let it grow on you.   Use it.  Back off.  Listen.   Try it on again.   Say it your way.   Give thanks for this way so many people, over so many years, have found helpful.   Even in suffering --- perhaps especially in  suffering --- the doctrine of the Trinity has been beneficial.   The Holy Spirit --- "Wisdom" ---  IMBEDDED in all things, pulling us through, turning our mourning into dancing.


Jesus finding courage, and then joy, in the most difficult of all times.


The disciples coming together in grief and discovering union, communion, affirmation, good news,  for everybody.


Choices--- through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, Pastor. 
