Sermon preached 2 May 2010 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Fifth Sunday of Easter

"Let go; celebrate; dream; love."


As we go deeper into the Sundays of Easter, the lectionary, or schedule of scripture readings, grows more urgent and comprehensive.


Peter has to LET GO of his ideas of who God is and what God wants from believers.


The Psalmist does nothing but praise God, and sees praise everywhere.


Revelation uses images from the whole Bible to convince believers more good news is the last word, not only of our lives, but of everything  in the future.   


The Gospel of John reading flatly says Christians loving one another is THE sign people will understand.


Let me try to do these things in contemporary language.


Start with letting go our certainties about God, Jesus, and the Bible.    Just say people who try hard enough, get along.


Stop grieving  over empty churches, and treat anyone who comes into our services very specially.


We already collect names, addresses, and phone numbers each week.   Put them in a book on the back table.   Set alongside a pile of greeting cards and envelopes with stamps on them.   Then make sure anyone who comes once to church, gets a card  for five Sundays welcoming them and urging them to come back.


Then make sure any child or youth who visits gets some kind of gift or memento, with a card, every week he or she returns, indefinitely.   Not candy, mind you, but something interesting, with a card.


If I'm a newcomer, make myself a pledge to speak to somebody every time I return, and start sending cards myself, using the attendance book on the back table.


Let everyone make a pledge to pray for someone else, each day, and tell them, next Sunday, you did so.


Take it for granted that people are hungry for friends and a mission in life.   Accept the fact God has given you --- given us --- this chance to love and be loved.


Assume this is how God increases love ---through a little group demonstrating love.


Try this for six months, and then have a meeting to draw some conclusions.


See if this isn't a good way to celebrate God's love, not only of people, but of the earth.

         "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another "

Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
