Sermon preached @ Bethesda UM Church 9 May 2010

Sixth Sunday of Easter/Festival of the Christian Home/Mother's Day

"Already yet"


A beautiful poem set to a familiar tune in our supplementary hymnal expresses well our theme for today.


Number 2050 in "The Faith We Sing" is called, "Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth."


Based on the writings of the 15th century English mystic, Julian of Norwich, this contemporary hymn connects thoughts of nurture and compassion --- qualities we believe basic to God --- with the inner peace and self-confidence John's Gospel highlighted in describing Jesus.


It is that time in these days after Easter.   Part of our experience as believers is not in doing, but in being;   in sitting still and observing;   in giving thanks as well as giving bread.


In fact, as we go further along the path with Jesus, self-acceptance becomes more and more central.


It is a double-edged spiritual sword.


On one side, we see the human side of others.   Instead of putting some folks on a pedestal and consigning others to darkness and judgment, we gradually open up more to all.


At the same time, in a curious and profound sense, we grow more able to look at ourselves honestly, but less harshly, with more acceptance.


It's a bit like global warming:   As the ice melts, all boats rise.   We get a sense of deeper breathing, better personhood.

         "Mothering" is a good term for this part of becoming Christian.    Christ is resurrected IN ME.   There is more to me, and there's more to my fellow human beings, now that, as the Gospel of John puts it, now that Jesus has breathed on me.


John's Pentecost, in fact, is quiet and with only a small number of disciples.  
          Inner perception, "letting be," tolerating both sides of an argument, or of a personality, is part of growth in Jesus.


It's not that we care less about justice.   We're just a little calmer and braver now.


Imagine what a group of folks like that could do to our overheated public discourse!


Better still, look for signs of just that kind of attitude and behavior all up and down your experience.   Go from your own prayer time, to your next meeting.   Apply the same standards to city politics and international headlines.   Observe, beneath the surface, what is really valuable, and focus there.


There is room for standing back, for receiving grace as well as giving aid, for thinking twice as well as standing firm.


"Peace I leave with you.   My peace I give to you."   From our perspective, it's impossible to separate the Jesus who spoke so comfortingly, so confidently, to his disciples, from the Christ who rose to stand among them, wherever they were and whatever they faced.


It isn't necessary to make that distinction.   


What matters is the clear eye and steady hand WE are provided in OUR Gethsemanes,  when we are tested and tried, and in our own mountain-top moments, when we exercise leadership and, even unconsciously, teach others.


Not smug


Again looking at our great nation for example, we see a dreadful tendency to paper over our failings as a people.   The fact we're essentially at peace and still incredibly safe and healthy. can work against deeper insights and the gumption to strive together towards new equality and more social security.  
         In our quietness and our Christian candor, we know our trials aren't over.   Our Savior grew through suffering, and so must we.


It is, nevertheless, part of growing up, to go beyond being busy, to learn to be still, to receive as well as to give.   A taste of heaven is part of our Easter journey.

         Already, now, we have a mothering God.   Part and parcel of discipleship is being quiet, being deeply still, letting Love have its way with us.     
     
Christianity has Eastern roots.   Zen is not foreign to us...particularly in the Gospel of John.


I can't do it "on order," but at times I can experience gratitude, awe at the whole business.   I can be glad without understanding fully.


"And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does you may believe."


So Jesus promised


So the young church experienced.


So we are encouraged to receive, and be, and share, as Christ grows in our hearts and in this fellowship.


A bit of heaven already, and yet still more is up ahead....through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
