Sermon preached 7 November 2010 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost/All Saints Sunday

"Deep into the present"


When I think  of departed loved ones, I tend to remember them, or to imagine how they'd be now.


I suggest that, instead, we think of them NOW --- not raised fully, but as completely as they can be to us in this present we inhabit with one another and with God.


This relieves us of describing heaven or hell.   It removes a time-deadline. 


  It shows us OURSELVES, not as we were, and not as we might have become, but as we are.


We're without those we honor today, and we're the sum of their influence on us.   


If we have things to forgive, now is the time to work on that.   Freedom beckons --- perhaps slowly, but surely, we can grow beyond bitterness and wounding.


Equally, if we need forgiving, now is the time.   We need to go beyond sorrow for missed opportunities, or angry acts on our part.    


Only we can do that.    Patiently,  we can repeat the healing words to ourselves each time the memories we're ashamed of come up.


It really is a continuum, this life of ours.    Each of us is part child, part adult, part grandparent, whatever our age and stage.   Each of us is both judge, and the one on trial.


It's foolishness to say we live apart from the departed.   They are our DNA;    but, as the best scientists are now reminding us, DNA is only the base.   What we do with it is what matters;   and in fact, in the larger view of time that quantum physics is giving us, what we do now even changes the past.   We are always re-inventing history.   Our attitudes towards native Americans, the environment, and education are very different than when this church was first opened.


Our door to everything is in this present moment.    That includes what we, eventually, will be seen as.   Our influence gets too little of our attention on All Saints Sunday.    All the virtues we practice, all the brave choices we made last week, how we turn when the light changes direction --- these build what we, in the language of faith, call kingdom, kin-dom, the reign of God;   and here we come to the summit of today's meaning in worship.   It is more of a question than a statement:   In the presence of all these witnesses, do we seek peace?


Haggai urges the weary Hebrews to rebuild the temple.   He reminds them of the vision of a God who rescues and rebuilds that has given them identity since Moses' time.


The Psalmist sings.   Praise is always possible with a God like ours.


Paul reassures the young church, disturbed by rumors of Christ already returned.    "Not yet.   Not yet.   Watch, and wait, and love one another as you have been loved."


Jesus, teased by traditionalists, sides with the broader school of biblical interpreters.   It is from him I get my point in this sermon:  


 God is on the move.   Change is always happening.   Trusting the core of goodness and hope IN THE PRESENT is what counts.  


 That lasts.   


 That we recognize today, as we give thanks for these special people whom we name in these moments today.


Deep into the present we move with the risen Christ, who was, and is, and shall be, our Lord and Savior.


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
