Sermon preached @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore 13 November 2011
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost

“Counting”


The Old Testament lesson is one of those frontier tales we know so well, where bad guys are defeated by good guys because God wants it that way.


Think “Operation Desert Storm,” or “Operation Iraqi Freedom,” and you’ll get the tone.


It’s part of our self-knowledge:   Humans frequently over-simplify.

Privately, we take a drink, or file for divorce, borrow for a new car or tell a lie, to keep from facing our real circumstances and doing something constructive about them.   Culturally, we go to war, or build new jails, or …you know what I’m saying.   It’s right there in the Bible --- and it’s right here in every one of our lives.


That’s not what I want to talk about.   That’s just part of our continuing story we started with Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, Joshua and settling into the Promised Land.   Deborah is one of the Judges:   people who led Israel after they reached what they called the land of Canaan, but before they got organized and had a king…first Saul, and then David, and Solomon….you know.


It’s our story, as Jesus people; and it confronts us with ourselves just as do the parables of Jesus….one of which I DO want to hold up, because it is our Gospel lesson for today.


You tell it to me.   Three people with gifts … and what happened?

(Pause for responses).


Pretty straightforward, right?


Typical Matthew:   That tough, drill sergeant mentality we all need at times, telling us to use what we’ve got, or else!


As always, we must go beyond Jesus talking to his friends, and make this believers talking to one another.


Sermons, after all, are only to get us conversing with ourselves and each other.   They’re not to show off,  or let folks sit back and just listen.


So, what’s there about Bethesda and you all and me in this parable of the talents?


Well, think about it.   This is counting-time for United Methodists.  We just had charge conference:   our annual check-up.


Next Tuesday I’ll have my annual clergy review with the regional supervisor --- we call him District Superintendent --- Anthony Hunt, along with our regional guide, Rev. Albury, who preached and conducted charge conference last Sunday for us.

I’m sure there are programs they’ll want me to follow, and more forms to fill out.


Then,  Laura Siegel knows our Staff Parish Relations Committee will meet to fill out more forms --- visions, goals, evaluations   I believe the date is 20 November.   And, before the end of the year, Buck Whiteman knows there will be statistical reports to turn in, just as there were last year.


Counting.


I wanted to be a better preacher this week.   I prayed, and waited, and tried for days to find some way of inspiring you;    and now here I am, only able to say,  “Try to look at this moment, this process, as an invitation more than a chore.”

Conference wants us to change:    To grow, to reach out, to be creative.


Well, we want those things, too.


The Lord wants them, according to the story Matthew lifted up from Jesus’ earthly ministry.


In fact, the Lord IS changing us.   Look at this pictorial directory we produced during my first year.   We ARE different.   We aren’t who we were.


What does that say about what we have now, and who we are, and where we’re headed?


I can quote Matthew:   “For to all who have, more will be given…but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.   As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”    It’s all right there in the Bible.


Or, I can quote an even earlier, more primitive church paper --- the passage we read as our epistle.   “For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.   Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.”


Counting.


Help me help you use this process to the glory of God and the enhancement of Bethesda as a believers’ church…through Jesus Christ.


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
