Sermon preached 20 November 2011 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday

“The most and the least”


One way to think about this Sunday is to ask ourselves to think of the littlest thing there is…and then say, Christ is smaller;   and then think of the biggest thing there ever was or ever could be …and then say, Christ is bigger.


There’s just no way to think of God that fully expresses what we mean.


That’s why, in the last 30 or 40 years, we’ve made such a point of removing masculine pronouns from the liturgy.   At least we can do a little towards equality between male and female human beings, by not elevating one gender over the other.

It’s also why we have such trouble getting along with other nations, and with other religions who don’t think and talk about God the way we’re used to thinking   and talking.


When we say, “Christ is king,” we don’t mean the man, Jesus, sits up in heaven on a throne alongside God.   Some of our language in church talks like that;   but that’s because the Church is old, and people used to think and talk like that about God and Jesus;   and also, because…How would YOU talk about it, anyway?   There’s no way that suits completely.  Hymns do better, and pictures, and hugs, and bread, and all sorts of things.


But words do matter;   and we want to stick with what works;  and the man, Jesus, and his friends, and all our prayers and fellowship and experiences in his name,  alone and with others, do such a hopeful job teaching us to love God, and be kind to one another, and both to love ourselves and to try to do better, that calling Jesus  the Christ, and naming this last Sunday before Advent Reign of Christ or Christ the King Sunday, can, we hope and pray, have a good influence on our attitude ---- which is what the people who named this Sunday wanted.


Look at what they picked for our Jesus story today.   The way you treated the least person around gets you into my kingdom…or keeps you out … the person in the story says.


This kind of thinking came from long experience.   The Prophet Ezekiel has been called the prophet of the Exile.   We think he went with the Jews when that foreign, Babylonian king said, “Enough of these rebellious Israelites.   Tear up their place and bring their captives away to me.”   Ezekiel talked crazy and sounded wild.   The whole supernatural trend of the Bible seemed to get its start with him;   and he had the same ideas of right and wrong as Jesus’ story;   and the Son of Man Jesus talks about had its roots in Ezekiel’s visions.   When things get so bad, people go beyond reality and imagine final positive outcomes.   We do it every time we calm ourselves in a bad time and think of something good;   and in church, we use all these words, and visions, and ideas from many times and places, to get the Spirit going among us;   to improve, to forgive, and to hold on when times are hard.


So, Christ is king because God is the biggest thing, and longest-lasting thing, we can imagine;   and Christ is king because the least little thing we think or do matters, starts the ball rolling in the right direction for the whole world…..


…and we say, “Christ,” because that is our way of knowing God best.   Studying Jesus, walking with his friends, thinking of God’s being like the Bible tells us Jesus was …these do us more good than anything else we know;   and so we say, Christ is king!


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor 
