Sermon preached 11 October 2009 @ Bethesda

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

"The Word of God"


It feels like a disaster.


The Bible calls it a test.


Getting better acquainted with God, for Job, is misery.


He's lost everything, and endured it patiently;  but now, for the huge middle of this book of the Bible, Job is anything but patient, polite, positive.


Please take a minute to record in your spiritual journals that the Bible gives God a harder time than most of us dare;  that anybody who is depressed won't necessarily be cured by reading Job,, but at least may not feel unique any more.   


This guy is, according to the story, being tested --- and better than most people, he's able to tell God how bad that feels, and what a poor figure God cuts in his eyes.


"GOD has made my heart faint;  THE ALMIGHTY has terrified me.   If only I could vanish in darkness, and thick darkness would cover my face!"


Then we have the Gospel lesson, and a quieter, but no less painful, reaction to meeting God.  "Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 'You lack one thing:  go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;   then come, follow me.'   When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions."

When I read this, I think immediately of how wrong our national priorities are, and of how blasphemous it is of us to worry about the economy when people are starving and the world is full of diseases we could  cure with a pittance of our income.  I fantasize that the best thing in the world would be for the Chinese to call in their loans to us and let us flounder until we made more sense with our riches;   but that's politics, and I'm supposed to preach the Gospel.


"Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until  it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow;   it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account."


What are we capable of hearing?


Can we listen while the Good Book tells us God is taking things apart and putting them back together to make a better world, offering us the chance to be a part of this revolution, dropping everything and following?


I know no better way to  say it.  Death comes before life.   Money spent protecting ourselves is not just wasted;  it's salt in our wounds, and an insult to those around the world who need us, and see us.


I can only quote scripture:   "Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.   For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weakness, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.   Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need."


The Gospel of the Lord.


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
