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Have you ever been bothered by a gnat or mosquito that continually buzzes around your head? You can’t catch it, you can’t swat it, and it simply will not go away. The widow in today’s Gospel is the judge’s gnat. She just will not stop badgering the judge in her quest for justice. The judge does not respect God or man. He, apparently, is in his job for his own benefit. Sounds like some of our current politicians on both sides of the aisle. But, the widow buzzes around the judge daily, bothering him to no end. He can’t swat her and, in the end, finally gives in to her request. Why a widow, and why put her in this particular situation? Remember, in Jesus’ time women essentially had no standing. They were, for all intents and purposes, property. Any cachet or power that a woman had came from her husband. When her husband died a woman lost any and all of her advantages and protection. She became almost a nonentity, almost entirely powerless, unless she had male sons of age who would take her in and care for her. She was at the fringes of society and at the mercy of any and all comers. All in all it was a pretty miserable way to live. The Gospel was given to people just like the widow. Jesus continually ministered to the poor and the powerless, the lepers and the lame, the publicans and the prostitutes, the unrighteous and the unbeliever, the unclean and the unaccepted. It is for these people that the Gospel was proclaimed. So what better symbol of all of these than the powerless widow? It is a powerful image that Jesus uses more than once. The powerless outsider versus the powerful insider is a classic story line. Here we have the widow versus the judge. The widow perseveres, constantly and consistently confronting the judge to plead her case. At long last, justice is finally served. Why does Jesus put this situation before us? Fortunately, the reason is given to us before Jesus even related the parable. He tells us to pray always and not to lose heart.

Paul tells us to pray without ceasing – good sound advice. But it is advice that I have had and still have trouble following consistently. Early on in my quest to find a God of my understanding in my sobriety, I got all tangled up in the form of my prayers, the “thee’s”, the “thou’s”, on my knees, not on my knees, etc. I should have been more concerned with the content on my prayers. One of the best pieces of advice that I ever got was given to my by Sister Helen, a Catholic nun. She told me to just “talk to God just like you talk to me.” That got rid of the “thee’s” and “thou’s” that had been in my way. Then I really heard, even though it had been said more than once, that the attitude of the heart was more important than the attitude of the body. That freed me to pray at any time, at all times, and in any place or situation. Although my prayer life has improved immensely, I still have problems with the “without ceasing” part. But, it is improving. One thing that has helped this is finding what is, to me, one of the most powerful prayers that I, or anyone, can say. It is a very simple “Thank You” when I see something, hear something, or have something happen that I know in the depths of my soul is good.

Jesus tells us not to lose heart when we pray. We are not to just pray once and immediately give up. We persevere just as the widow did. You see, God answers all prayers. We just don’t know when. I believe that God has three basic answers to prayer. When He says, “Yes” the answer may not appear immediately. So we need to continue to pray until it does appear. Perhaps this is God’s way of gauging out sincerity and faith. But, as I have heard more than one person say, “Careful what you pray for, you just might get it.” I can’t speak for you, but as far as I am concerned God can have a wicked sense of humor and sometimes He says, “Yes” in a way that you could never have imagined. God may say, “Wait”, perhaps because he has not decided yet or possibly because we are not able at that point to properly accept the answer. I am, at times, an “I want what I want when I want it” type of person. So this waiting doesn’t always set too well with me. It evidently didn’t set too well with the psalmists either. How often, when we read the Psalter, do we hear the writers say, “How long, God?” They seem to have been as impatient as I can be at times. God says to Jeremiah that he will restore Israel and write a new covenant on their hearts. But, He doesn’t say tomorrow, next week, in seven years, or in seventy years; he just says that He will do it. I am sure that the prayers of Israel did not cease while they were waiting for this to happen. They were, I am sure, persistent in their prayers to be relieved of their bondage. Nevertheless, they had to wait for God to move as He had promised. God did move, when He decided to move. So I must constantly remind myself that all things come in God’s time, not in my time. That is sometimes difficult for me, and possibly for you, to do. Nevertheless, I … we, again, need to keep praying until the answer is apparent to us. Lastly, there is the answer that none of us want to hear. No. Though it seems very final, we still pray. After all God has been known to change his mind. Even if He doesn’t we continue to pray so that we may, at some point, see the wisdom of the answer.

So, when we pray we should persevere just as the widow persevered with the judge. If we are persistent in our prayer life, I believe that we then are able to strengthen our faith. If we strengthen our faith, then we can keep our faith through anything that comes our way. Our prayer life and our faith can then become what is called a synergy; in other words, they feed each other. We pray and our faith strengthens. Our faith strengthens and we pray more. We pray more and our faith strengthens, and so on. The net result is a strong, deep, abiding faith that doesn’t fade. We won’t stray when the times are good, forgetting from where the goodness of those times comes. The temptation to say to ourselves that we are doing great will not be there. Because of our persistence in prayer we will know that all good things come from God, not solely from our own doing. When times are bad, we will not be tempted to give up on our faith. We will not give up on God and turn our backs to him. We will continue to pray, in faith, knowing that there is a plan, a reason, for whatever trials we are going through. Our perseverance in prayer will give us the strength to cling to our faith and the hope that it brings to us. We will not lose heart. Paul counsels Timothy to be persistent in proclaiming the Word and patient in teaching it. Both imply a long-term commitment, the same commitment that we need to bring to prayer. We pray. We persevere. The widow obtained justice because she was persistent and persevered. What do we obtain when we do the same in prayer? We obtain something of infinitely greater value. We obtain eternal life with our Savior.

