Memorial service for Don Adams @ Bethesda UMC

11 a.m. Saturday 17 October 2009

A Masonic ritual began the service

Then, the Service of Death and Resurrection (p 870ff) in the United Methodist Hymnal (1989) was followed.

 Scriptures:   Ecclesiasticus  44:1-4ac, 5-9ab, 10-11, 13-15 (from the                                 

        Apocrypha)    

                     Proverbs 1:1-8 
                     Psalm 121  (Responsive reading 844)

                     Psalm 23   (Responsive reading 137)

                    John 14 (selected verses)

Hymns:    57   "O for a Thousand Tongues"

              557   "Blest Be the Tie"
              369   "Blessed Assurance"
              377   "It Is  Well"


With all these wonderful scriptures, and all these friends and witnesses, there's very little more we need to say.


This is a service of completion.


We do everything we can, and then we turn to one another and say, "Enough.   We have done enough.   Let the biblical witness take over.  Let us use this moment to encourage one another."


We see the future here, and do not shrink back.


Although this moment has Don's name on it, we know it has ours as well.


Not only will we die;  we will also go on, in what's left of our time, seeing other deaths. 

  Death is part of life, and we are invited to learn from it. 

  The shortness of our time sweetens the opportunities we have to use it well. 

  Knowing it comes to everyone, we can see pain is not forever. 

  We can be brave, because we won't have to be brave forever.

   
  Most of all, the privilege of loving  God, and loving one another, can thrill and call us out of ourselves and into the larger community:   Not just to our family and friends;  not just to our nation;  but to strangers, and even people on the other side of the world, we can be generous, and forgiving, and encouraging.


 Death invites such witness, such celebration. 

 It is not to be feared. 

 It completes life.

All these ideas come to us as we read these lovely scriptures, sing these great songs, and share the comfort of being together in this moment.


We let go, and we take hold as well --- because within our deepest awareness is the capacity to learn from loss.


This is not the end, but the beginning, of learning to be generous, of reaching out to the neighbor, and of thinking more about people with less than we have.


It is a time of peace, and forgiveness, and encouragement.


Thanks be to God for teaching us this, through Jesus Christ.


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor

