Memorial service for Larry Horak @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

7:15 p.m. Wednesday 14 April 2010

Liturgy from the United Methodist Hymnal 1989


The privilege of saying goodbye is real.


To be in a peaceful time, surrounded by friends, able to use the rich resources of religion --- we are blessed among the legions of humankind to be able to do this, for this one who has been one of us..


We honor life in doing this.


We show respect for the grieving process, which is part of life.


We declare the "sacred worth" of the life just ended.


We turn the spotlight on ourselves, and seriously ask what we plan now, with the rest of our time.


And --- some of us hesitantly, others with great freedom ---   we do this together.   This is not a private moment.   We are here offered communion, fellowship.   We do this worship work, this liturgy, together --- and thus are reminded how essential companionship is.


This doesn't mean we should rush off and get married or partnered.   It means our dealings with one another are crucial.   It means fair play, honesty, courtesy, are as essential to our well-being, as clean water and safe streets. 


  The gift of relationship --- which we are giving up with one person here --- counts for more than we can ever say.   Thanking God for community is a basic part of overcoming loss.   It really does work like the Bible says:   We lose someone, and the door opens to other ways of relating, other moments.   The liturgy helps us remember that.


"He is not here.   He is risen," stands with, "The doors were locked for fear....and he came and stood among them."


Human friends, and the presence of God the Holy Spirit, come to those who wait, and search, and pray, and  to those who seek out others who also honor life, and who also look for a blessing in the dark.


Let us resolve to learn from this good-bye.   Let us reform, and reach out, and accept ourselves, even as we vow to improve.


Give thanks,  listen, wait, and look ahead. through Jesus Christ.    Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
