Sermon preached @ Margaret (Peg) Tingley's funeral 26 March 2011

5 p.m., Lemmon Funeral Home, Padonia Road


Yesterday was the feast of the Annunciation, the annual remembrance of the angel Gabriel's announcing to Mary that she would give birth to Jesus.


By this yearly remembering, the church not only fleshes out the story of Jesus with a lovely image much commemorated in art, music, poetry.   The church also teaches all of us to honor the role of mother.


Certainly most of us here related in some way to Peg Tingley in her life as a maternal figure.


She chose it, honored it herself, and grew in it into more than motherhood, fulfilling many duties and showing maturity beyond that single identity.


And that is the message I want to convey.


We are here to express gratitude, and to comfort one another in our loss;   but in a Christian funeral, we're about more than eulogy.


Our main point is what God is up to.  


 Relinquishing Peg, moving on from our relationship with her, we now turn towards the future.


While we have no way of knowing where or how Peg lives now, one of the church's prayers at funerals deserves focus.   We say of the departed, "Grant her continued growth in thy love and service."


I take that to be an annunciation, an announcement:   God has just begun to take Peg and all we know of her, all she means to us, forward.


Limit what we say, just to the influences that live on, and will multiply and branch out as time passes.


Much more than motherhood --- or maybe, more of mothering than we in this life can experience --- lies ahead, for Peg, and for those of us who knew her chiefly in that role.


She may be President some day ---- or broker a peace between long-standing enemies.


She may preach, or heal a child.


The possibilities are endless --- and that's only as we imagine them.


God has already done wonders through this life --- and, yes, through this peaceful death, and all the love that surrounded her passing, coming and going between her and so many of her loved ones.


It is, in sum, entirely in the spirit of Peg as I knew her, to think of her as more than mother, more even than she has been known so far.


In God's life, she is only beginning to live:   in us, in others we don't even know, and in many who are yet to be.


This is the announcement we make, as we turn our loss back to God:   We believe, we commit ourselves, to living expectantly, depending on the Lord to work new wonders through this one we love so well, in us, and beyond us, through Jesus Christ.


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
