Sermon preached @ Vernon Lee Adams' funeral, 11 December 2010

Lassahn Funeral Home/Belair Road @ Taylor Avenue/Baltimore, Md.


"I had good teachers."


That was Vernon Lee Adams' response to any compliment I gave him, or heard someone else give him.


See if the following examples sound familiar, typical, to you.


Lee, shaking hands with the pastor (me) at the end of a service:    "You did good today."   Me:   "I'm enjoying being pastor here."     Lee:   "Well, the people see that, and they appreciate it."


Lee, speaking of the fact he never remarried:   "I had the best the first time.   I didn't want to look for another one."


Lee, in answer to my thanking him for serving on the Nominating Committee:   "Well, you try to give something back."


And then, the numerous times when he would report on Terry's condition and progress.


Then the telephone call to me:   "I won't be driving any more.   I lost control for a minute and hit the curb.   There was no harm done, but I thought to myself, 'That could've been a child,'  so I'm not driving any more.   I wanted you to know what's going on in case you don't see me at church."


Finally, sitting on his front porch last summer when I visited, answering my question about how things were, he shrugged, smiled slightly, and said, "You have some good days and some bad days."


This gentle guy has graced our lives, and now we turn him over to the Lord with thanks.  


 Surely peace is the right word here, for Lee, for us, and for all who follow his example.


His hospitality, his sense of humor, his loyalty, all push us to do likewise.


Not the least of our gratitudes is the fact that he left us quickly and with relatively little pain and anxiety.   He was surrounded by good care and love at the last.  

        As the liturgy says, Before Lee was our, he is the Lord's.

        Thanks be to God.

       Amen..

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
