Wedding sermon for David and Liz Freter @ Bethesda UMC

11 a.m. Friday 19 February 2010

Service p. 864ff in 1989 United Methodist Hymnal.

Scriptures:   Isaiah 62:10; Colossians 3:12-14;  1 Corinthians 13:1-13;  and 646 in the Hymnal::   "Canticle of Love"


Thank you for coming to us to exchange your marriage vows.


You honor us as  a fellowship.


In our turn, we honor you in your commitment to one another.  We honor your families and friends who stand with you in this new life. 


 We pray for you --- we have been, and we will continue to.  


 You are welcome here.  


 We ask that you keep us in your thoughts and prayers, and help us continue to welcome others, as we welcome you.


This is your show.


The Church insists on that.   We only bless a marriage after it is clear that the partners are ready and willing to commit to one another.  You make the contract, exchange the vows, promise   I'm just your witness.


I make a point of that, because I want to emphasize how much free will you have.


It's not total.  After all, you're in love.   Life together is new;  but this is what we count on:   That you will keep on choosing one another, and so make us all stronger.


We'll help.   The Church will stand behind you.  


 Your friends and family promise to do that, too.  


 I will be on call any time --- but it's each of you that makes and keeps this marriage --- except, of course, that we say today that God keeps it, too.  


 God is on the side of your union.   Thanks be to God that, coming here, you have acknowledged that. 


 You want a blessing, and we give it now, in God's name, through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
